Clarkston Soccer Club Referee Program: Information/Guidelines
Your son/daughter has recently certified with US Soccer as a Grade 9 recreational referee or you have recently asked to officiate for the club. In order to take part in the Club’s officiating some guidelines and practices apply:

The Club has teams in both Michigan Youth Soccer League and Michigan Premier Soccer League . Most of our games are MYSL games and can be officiated by Grade 9 referees up through U14. MSPSP games can only be officiated by Grade 8 referees (black badge).

In your first season refereeing with the club, unless you have considerable experience refereeing somewhere else we will schedule you for the U9/U10 games as a single referee and serving as an Assistant Referee for O-30 Women’s games or U11/U12 games. I work with the new referees just out of the certification classes myself who serve as AR’s on Sundays at noon at Clintonwood Park to give them some experience with the O-30 women where they can practice making calls and gain experience. These AR’s get paid for these games.
I also encourage new referees to sign up with the Independence Parks and Recreation Soccer Program to gain experience. Referees must be at least 14 years old to become a part time employee (by state law) for the P&R Dept.
Uniforms:

New Referees need to purchase an entire, official US Socccer referee uniform to officiate for the club. A yellow jersery, solid black shorts, three stripe socks and black shoes are the uniform, worn with the socks pulled up around the calf. We require our referees to present a professional appearance while doing our games. Uniforms can be purchased locally at SoccerPlus or online at Official Sports www.officialsports.com . Starter kits are available for a package price.

Scheduling:
The main scheduling event each season is our scheduling meeting, held at the club office on a weeknight in March for the Spring Season and August for the Fall. In order to get games you need to bring your calendar and be ready to access the tables with the daily schedules on them and sign up for the games you would like. This is a hectic evening so you must be ready to write in your name on the referee schedule in a hurry. The scheduling meeting saves the assignor a lot of email and phoning around and gets games covered quickly.
 Referees need to be at least a year older than the teams they officiate subject to the assignor’s decision on their current development for assignments. 

Center Referees should not officiate for the same team more than twice in a given season segment.

Referees and AR’s  should not officiate their sibling’s games or if a parent is coaching or managing the team.

After the assignor transfers all the write- ins at the meeting onto the master schedule, there are usually games left over. The schedule is sent out via email with the open games marked so that everyone can have a shot at these games including referees that were not at the meeting.

Weekly Scheduling emails: 
Once the season starts the assignor sends out a copy of each weekend schedule on Monday or Tuesday via email to the referees assigned to games. The referees are required to confirm their weekend schedule via an email reply.

Open games that are still not filled or cancellations are being sent via email to all referees every week during the season. Referees who have open time slots or who haven’t received games at the meeting can get games this way also.

The most important aspect of getting games for which you are qualified is to read your email every day and respond to the assignor immediately if you are available for a game. Scheduling meetings and other important information is sent out via email so this is critical to being part of the officiating program. 
In many cases parents are using their email for the referees and helping control the referee’s schedules. This is acceptable as long as the referees reliably show up for the games and work enthusiastically for the teams.

Additional officiating opportunities:

Your assignor is involved with many soccer programs in Southeastern Michigan and can offer additional opportunities for you to officiate;

CYO- Catholic Youth Organization soccer held in the fall for Middle school ages; boys and girls games 5,6th grade and 7,8th grade teams organized and played at local Catholic schools. School age referees can do these games. Adults are usually scheduled for 7th/8th grade games.
Parks and Recreation Programs- ITPR O-30 Women, Troy Parks and Recreation Summer Adult League(men and women)June July and August.
Indoor Soccer- Ultimate Soccer,Oakland Yard, Genesee Field House

Tournaments- held at various locations in Spring, Summer and Fall throughout Michigan.Many tournaments on Holiday weekends. You must register six weeks before tournament online. In many cases you can show up with your referee gear at the tournament and get “fill in” games from the assignor. Go to www.michiganyouthsoccer.org and look for the club tournament list.
Christian School HS Games- many Christian schools that do not belong to the Michigan High School Athletic Association use local referees to do their games. Referees must be able to handle High School age group games for these but opportunities do come up for referees on the club’s list.
Referee Development: The hierarchy of games is as follows in terms of advancing to higher levels of responsibility;

1st level: U9/u10 referee by yourself, AR for O-30 Women’s game with experienced center referee

2nd Level:U11/U12Boys or Girls as AR- must be competent to call Offside for referee in a fast game on a       small field

3rd Level: Center Referee for U11/U12 Boys and Girls must be able to call fouls, manage misconduct and work with AR’s to call offside.

4th Level: Upgrade to Grade 8 at Bridge Clinic, AR for U13/U14 MSPSP games,Center referee for U13U14 MYSL games
5th Level Referee for U15-U19 Boys and Girls Game

*Referees who wish to do MSPSP games and State Cup must be at least a Grade 8 and show the assignor by his observing the referee officiate that they can handle this level of game. Assignor will recommend the referee to MSPSP and State Cup assignors.

6th Level Upgrade to Grade 7 by assessment with US Soccer Assessor in 45 min half game

